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Angling Overview

2013 will go down as one of the driest on 

record in Ireland, and while the majority 

of the population revelled in the sunshine, 

the lack of rain and high temperatures 

had a negative impact on salmon angling. 

As a result numbers of fish caught are well 

down on previous years. 

 In the early months of the year we did 

have water, and with it the Moy enjoyed 

another excellent spring run. As is normal 

in high water in the spring, the fish ran 

hard for the lake and the upper reaches of 

the river with few resting in the pools on 

the lower river. 

 At this time, there was some excellent 

sport on the spate rivers, that are 

included in our 3 Rivers Packages 

Come grilse time we had high 

temperatures (both air and water), bright 

sunshine and very few little rainfall. Any 

fresh fish that did enter the system quickly 

became lethargic and difficult to catch in 

the warm water. Despite this, we did 

enjoy success and a number of anglers 

caught their first fish on fly. 

Towards the end of the season we did 

have some fresh water and this coupled 

with the lower temperatures did see an 

improvement on all the waters we fish. 

While the conditions adversely affect both 

salmon and brown trout fishing this was 

not the case with the estuary sea trout 

and guests who fished there had some 

excellent catches.  

 Owen Lokier with a fly caught springer. 

A Ridge Pool Salmon about to be returned. 

Mount Falcon’s largest salmon of the 2013 Season. 

Fly caught on the Wall Pool. 

Victoria Roberts with a Wall Pool grilse (and 2 

springers!). 



OUNT Falcon Fishery 

opened with a salmon for 

Shane Maloney (he also 

had the first fish in 2012). The fish was 

taken on worm on 28th April as the 

water started to fall from a flood. 

Water in early May saw the spring run 

commence in earnest and those enjoying 

success included the Marley Group who 

had a 9lb salmon on fly from the upper 

river, David Martin caught a sea-liced fish 

from the Wall Pool, and a special mention 

must go to the Brian Ward group from 

Spain, who despite the high water on The 

Ridge Pool, caught and released the first 

fish of the season on fly.  

The water levels were still relatively high 

and the water clean at the beginning of 

June, and our fly anglers had success with 

both early grilse and late run springers. On 

3rd of June, Alan McMaster N. Ireland had 

a fresh grilse from Connors Gap and later 

in the day a sea-liced springer weighing 

11.4lb was taken on fly from The Wall 

Pool. 

The following day Ashley Butler (England) 

caught his first ever salmon a 6lb grilse on 

fly from the Wall Pool. 

Ashley Butler and Mount Falcon Ghillie 

Michael O’Kane 

 The following week grilse were seen running 

the lower Moy but were not holding in the 

pools. On the 14th Lars Torum (Norway) had a 

grilse on fly from the Wall Pool Straight. Two 

days later Brendan McDonagh landed his first 

ever fish, again from The Wall Pool Straight.  

2 more were taken on the 17th, John Cobb 

(England) had 4 fish on fly for his visit. 

On the 21st we had another fly caught fish of 

the Wall Pool Straight. On the 22nd Philip 

Guignard (Swiss) caught his first fish on fly off 

the Ridge Pool, this was followed up the next 

day with a second, this time from the Wall 

Pool Straight 

The Dedryver Party (France) lost fish on fly 

at Mount Falcon but did manage to catch and 

release fish on the Cathedral Beat. The end of 

the month saw fresh grilse taken from 

Cunninghams. 
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July, normally one of our peak months was 

disappointing in terms of rod catch, this was 

simply down to weather conditions, bright 

sunshine, high air and water temperatures 

and water levels dropping by the day. 

However a few fresh grilse did manage to 

make it into the river (high night tides let 

them ascend the weirs at the Ridge Pool), and 

perseverance on behalf of the guests and 

encouragement and guidance by the fishery 

staff did result in fish being caught. First of the 

mark was Victoria Roberts who had a fresh 

grilse of the Wall Pool. Garry Perks and Mike 

Hornsby had 11 for their week. John Lewis 

(Atlantic Salmon Trust Auction) had 2 fish off 

the Ridge Pool on fly (his first). These were 

followed by another on fly from The Wall 

Pool. Mount Falcon regular Maeve Davison 

also succeeded in catching her first salmon fly.  

 Linda and David Frost had 6 salmon of the 

Mount Falcon waters. Marcus Janssen 

(Fieldsports Magazine – pictured bottom 

right) had 7 fish for 3 days fishing. You can 

read about his visit in the autumn edition 

of Fieldsports Magazine. 

Robert Irwin junior caught his first salmon, 

a 6lb salmon from Connor’s Gap on 

bubble and fly. Rosalin Callender also 

caught her first fish with us (this was 

quickly followed up with a second). 

Thankfully there was some respite from 

the high temperatures at the beginning of 

August, and a small flood brought with it 

some good quality grilse. Those enjoying 

success included South Africans  Rob 

Campbell and Clem Booth (pictured on 

the front cover). 

The rise in water coincided with the arrival 

of the Asteinza Group from Spain who on 

their first morning caught 9 salmon before 

lunch!     



3 generations of the Jordan family all had 

fish on the fly during the first week. This 

included a first for Craig, the youngest 

member of the party. 

Grandfather plays a salmon, grandson 

ready with the net. 

Despite conditions becoming more 

difficult in the last weeks of the month the 

Whitwell party all took salmon at Mount 

Falcon by a variety of methods. During the 

last week of the month we had a Brazilian 

film crew from Pesca Alternativa (weekly 

angling show) at Mount Falcon. In the 

course of they stay they caught salmon of 

fly (Mount Falcon, Ridge Pool), estuary 

sea-trout and pike on fly. 

A fly caught Wall Pool fish about to be 

returned. 

The Gessink party (Netherlands) rounded 

off the month with 9 fish, mainly taken on 

bubble and fly. 

Like July and August, September was 

another month of low water. 2 small 

spates did bring the fish on ‘the  take’ for 

a few days, and a respectable total of 147 

were caught during the month. Over the 

last few days the Martin party from 

Northern Ireland had 27 salmon for 3 days 

fishing – only one being kept for the 

table..  

Season 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 5 yr 

average 

Rod 

Catch 

543 1069 603 715 380  662 

Methods Used/Fish Caught 

Fly Spinner/Bubble 

and Fly 

Shrimp Worm 

 53 141 72 114 

Released 223 (58%)     Largest Fish 11.4lb 

View the Pesca  Alternativa angling show On 

the following link.  

http://www.pescaalternativa.com.br/2013/09

/pesca-alternativa-ep-362-lusca-irlanda.html 

http://www.pescaalternativa.com.br/2013/09/pesca-alternativa-ep-362-lusca-irlanda.html
http://www.pescaalternativa.com.br/2013/09/pesca-alternativa-ep-362-lusca-irlanda.html


 

 

 Rivers update  

We got off to a great start in 

May with guests catching spring 

salmon on the Owenduff, the 

Erriff, Ballysadare , and 

Carramore Lake. 

Frank Cliff (Switzerland) took a beautiful 

sea-liced fish on the Owenduff at the 

beginning of the month, Mr John 

Krapziemer (Germany) had a red letter 

day on 12th May - catching and releasing 2 

fish on the Owenduff (estimated at 10lb 

and 12lb). The following day he had a 9lb 

Erriff fish (also released). 

 

Frank Cliff with Mount Falcon ghillie 

Michael Wilson 

 Carramore Lake again lived up to it’s 

reputation as being the premier spring 

salmon lake fishery in the country. Those 

enjoying success included Stuart Byers 

(England) who had his first salmon a fish 

of 11lb off Carramore. He had a second 

fish later in the day (released). 

 

         Stuart Byers with a Carramore Springer. 

The lack of water obviously did have a 

major affect on the spate river fishing 

during the summer months - but those 

lucky enough to there when the rains did 

come enjoyed excellent sport. The low 

water conditions did suit the Ridge Pool 

and Cathedral beats on the Moy, and the 

tidal pool on the Ballysadare Fishery and 

some excellent catches were made on 

both venues. Despite the extreme 

sunshine and heat in July, two groups of 

guests who ventured onto Carramore had 

success with grilse and sea-trout. 

Unlike salmon fishing, the bright weather 

did not hinder the estuary sea-trout 

fishing, and some excellent results were 

had. Nick Fisher (Screaming Reels), stayed 

with us and did a feature on estuary sea 

trout fishing and pike fishing in the area 

for The Shooting Times. 
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In September the spate river fishing 

improved dramatically. The Bradley 

/Wilson  group of 9 anglers had 31 salmon 

on fly over 4 days. The best salmon taken 

weighed 14lb and the best sea-trout was 

3lb.  Venues were they caught fish 

included The Moy, The Owenduff, The 

Erriff and Furnace Lake (4 salmon and 5 

sea-trout). 

Guests also had success during the month 

on the Owenmore river with fish into 

double figures being caught and released. 

(Note: compulsorily catch and release 

order in place, single hooked barbless flies 

only). 

In addition to salmon and sea-trout we 

also provided wild brown trout and pike 

fishing for our guests. The trout venues 

included Loughs Conn, Mask, Carra and 

Arrow.  

 

As well as game angling the area also 

offers some superb pike angling (bait and 

fly). We organise pike angling for our 

guests with specialist pike guides, who 

have custom boats and provide all the 

necessary equipment.  

Nearby pike lakes include Conn and Cullin, 

Carramore (near Castlebar), and the lakes 

around Boyle. 

  

  

ACKLE requirements 3 rivers 

salmon package . 

The Owneduff and Erriff are both 

relatively small rivers and can be 

comfortably covered (in all but the most 

extreme conditions of high water and high 

wind) with a 10’ or 10 ½ ‘ rod #8. Both 

rivers are quite open and there is room for 

overhead casting. 

Fish are quite free rising on both rivers 

and a floating line coupled with a variety 

of sinking leaders will cover most 

situations. 

Flies – traditional Irish Shrimp flies such as 

the Orange and Gold, Curries Red, 

Coolraw Killer are effective on both 

waters. Park shrimps and the Cascade in 

its many guises will also take fish, 

particularly when some colour is in the 

water. The Owenduff tends to run high 

and clean during a flood and black flies, 

Stoats Tails, Silver Stoats and Black 

Pennells take their fair share of both 

salmon and sea-trout. 

 

Orange & Gold  

Mount Falcon carries a suitable range of 

rods/reels and flies for the Spate Rivers 

and The Moy. Sat-navs are provided to 

guests going to the offsite fishing. Private 

ghillies can be arranged. 
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eason  2014 

While it is usually May before the 

season gets into full swing on 

Mount Falcon’s Moy stretch the 

3 Rivers Package now offers 

anglers staying with us the opportunity of 

an early spring fish on the fly from the 

Owenduff, Erriff, or Carramore Lake.  

Once again we will be offering 4 night 

packages with 3 days fishing based on 2 

anglers staying in a self-catering lodge. 

Both spring salmon and summer salmon 

packages will be available. In addition to 

the rivers and lake in the spring package, 

the summer package will give anglers the 

opportunity to fish the Moy (Mount 

Falcon Water and/or Moy Fishery), and 

the lakes that make up the Burishoole 

system. 

 Given the quality of the fishing from July 

onwards we would advise early booking 

for the Mount Falcon water. 

Offers will be regularly placed on the 

Mount Falcon website and our Fishery 

Manager Stuart is available to put 

together bespoke packages to cover your 

angling requirements. 

In addition to our salmon fishing, we also 

offer guests the opportunity to fish our 

private trout lake. We also have a clay 

pigeon, archery and a driving range within 

the grounds of the hotel.  

And a pool, spa, woodland trails, bicycle 

hire, children’s playground, proximity to 

beaches and areas of outstanding natural 

beauty means that the needs of all the 

family are met not just the angler. 

 

 

Self-catering Courtyard Lodge 

 

Trout Lake 

 

Mount Falcon  

 

 

 

 

 

S 



 

 

 

Mount Falcon,                                                      

Foxford Road,                                                      

Ballina,                                                                   

County Mayo                                                       

Republic of Ireland 

 

www.mountfalcon.com 

Stuart Price Fishery Manager 

fisheries@mountfalcon.com 

Tel 00353 (0) 96 74472 

http://www.mountfalcon.com/
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