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Angling Overview 

2012 will go down as one of the wettest 

on record in Ireland, and while the 

majority of the population bemoaned this 

fact, it was certainly a plus for salmon 

anglers on the Moy and the local spate 

rivers. 

While still to be finalised the reported rod 

catch on the Moy is up on that of 2011 at 

around the 9000 mark this also held true 

for the Mount Falcon Fishery that finished 

on 715 fish up by 100 on 2011. 

The Moy enjoyed another good spring 

run, the high water levels meant that 

spring salmon had a ‘free run’ into the 

Lough Conn. As a result salmon catches on 

the lake were well above normal.  

For the last few years the grilse run has 

been getting later and later. This season 

the run was a few weeks earlier and good 

sport with grilse was enjoyed from June 

onwards. 

Another positive for 2012 was the 

numbers of fish in the 6-9lb range 

encounter over the summer months. 

The numerous floods meant that the Moy 

ran high and clean for many weeks, an 

ideal combination that gave us our best 

season to date in regards to fly caught fish 

with over 260 on the fly at Mount Falcon. 

It was the same story on the Rivers/Lakes 

that form part of our 3 Rivers Package. 

Carramore Lake in Bangor Erris had its 

best recorded spring fishing, with over 

500 fish taken on the fly. 

 

An early spring (May) fish being played by Jamie 

Ryan – Erriff Beat 8 

From opening day to closing day good 

fishing was enjoyed on both the Erriff and 

Owenduff by those lucky enough to be 

there as the water was rising or falling. In 

addition to salmon some excellent sea-

trout were taken on both rivers. 

 

A good Owenduff sea-trout about to be released. 

 

Another Mount Falcon Moy grilse is released 



 

 

OUNT Falcon Fishery 

opened with a salmon for 

Sales Manager Shane 

Maloney. The fish was taken on worm as 

the water started to fall after a late April 

flood. 

With the June rain came the salmon, a mix 

of late run springers and grilse. The June 

total from the Mount Falcon stretch of the 

Moy was 28. Amongst those who caught 

fish were the Philippe Kerbrat group from 

France, who had 3 fresh salmon from The 

Wall Pool and Cunningham’s. The Goode 

Party had good sport on Cunninghams in 

the last week in June, taking fresh fish of 

up to 10lb (see photo below).  

 

In July the floods brought an abundance 

of grilse and salmon into our beats, and in 

total 279 were taken for the month. The 

high clean water in the last two weeks of 

July meant that conditions were perfect 

for the fly. Those enjoying success with 

this method included, Martin and Maeve 

Davison, Mike Hornsby and Garry Perks, 

and the Whitwell Party (Bill had his first 

fish on fly during the last week of the 

month, this was quickly followed by a 

further 4). 

 

Some good quality, well made fish were 

taken during this period, as can be seen in 

this photograph showing Chris Ryan 

(Sportsfish) with a 9lb fish taken on fly 

from The Wall Pool. 

August began well but as the month 

progressed fish became a little harder to 

catch on the Moy. The Whitwell Party 

rounded of their weeks fishing with a 

catch of 32 salmon, including a first fish 

for 13yr old Toby Broadbent. The Jordan 

Family hade 25 salmon for their stay 

including 11 fish on the fly.  

 

3 generations of the Jordan family. 

Rob Campbell from South Africa had 4 fish 

on fly from the upper beat in two days. 
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 Fernando Varvier (Spain) fishing with 

guide Robert Gillespie had 11 fish in 3 

days.  Nick Fisher (Channel 4 – Screaming 

Reels) enjoyed a family break at Mount 

Falcon and both he and his two eldest 

sons all had salmon from the Mount 

Falcon water (first salmon for Rex and 

Rory pictured below.) 

  

The Uriate Party from Spain worked hard 

to take 19 fish for their 3 day visit. The last 

few days of the month saw the fish 

becoming exceedingly difficult to catch 

with the most successful method being 

the use of small shrimp flies on long 

leaders. 

During September the fishing was at times 

difficult with few showing and the 

resident fish extremely reluctant to come 

to fly or bait, yet on other days the fish 

‘switched on’ and anglers enjoyed some 

excellent fishing. The Martin party from 

Belfast had excellent fishing over their 3 

days. In total they caught 46 salmon 

(Saturday 4 fish, Sunday 16, Monday 26), 

all but 8 being returned. The fish were 

taken mainly on shrimp and spinner.                                                                                                                                                                                   

The last day of the season saw the annual 

b.b.q. being held, and good numbers of 

anglers on the river. Heavy rain pushed 

the river up quickly, and only 3 fish were 

taken. The honour of catching the last 

salmon of the season went to John 

Maloney, father of Alan.  

Season 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 5 yr 

average 

Rod 

Catch 

401 543 1069 603 715 667 

 

 

Edwin Oxlade brings a fish to the Net. 

Methods Used/Fish Caught 

Fly Spinner Shrimp Worm 

266 104 46 296 

Released 286 (40%)       Largest Fish 11lb 



 

 Rivers update  

2012 saw the launch of our 3 

Rivers package, enabling anglers 

to come and stay in a self-

catering lodge for 4 nights and 

have the opportunity to fish exclusive 

private fly waters within easy reach of 

Mount Falcon. 

Spring fishing on the Erriff, Owenduff and 

Carramore Lake was exceptionally good. 

Each of these waters yielded good spring 

fish to our guests. Quality sea-trout were 

also present on the Owenduff, and it was 

also good see an increase in the numbers 

being caught on the Erriff. 

 

The quality of the fish and the fishing 

being matched by the wild setting through 

which the rivers flow, and in which the 

Carramore Lake is set. 

 

A solid Erriff Springer 

The summer saw good runs of grilse and summer 

salmon in both the Ownduff and the Erriff.  

 

Mike Hornsby Playing a salmon on the Owenduff 

 

A summer grilse – Erriff- Beat 6. 
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The quality of the fish that run these relatively 

small rivers is illustrated to by the photograph 

below showing Mount Falcon regular Martin 

Davison with a fish caught in September. 

 

 

Fishing the Owenduff – Ballycroy National Park 

ACKLE requirements 3 rivers 

package . 

The Owneduff and Erriff are both 

relatively small rivers and can be 

comfortably covered (in all but the most 

extreme conditions of high water and high 

wind) with a 10’ or 10 ½ ‘ rod #8. Both 

rivers are quite open and there is room for 

overhead casting. 

Fish are quite free rising on both rivers 

and a floating line coupled with a variety 

of sinking leaders will cover most 

situations. 

Flies – traditional Irish Shrimp flies such as 

the Orange and Gold, Curries Red, 

Coolraw Killer are effective on both 

waters. Park shrimps and the Cascade in 

its many guises will also take fish, 

particularly when some colour is in the 

water. The Owenduff tends to run high 

and clean during a flood and black flies, 

Stoats Tails, Silver Stoats and Black 

Pennell’s take their fair share of both 

salmon and sea-trout. 

 

Orange & Gold  

Mount Falcon carries a suitable range of 

rods/reels and flies for the Spate Rivers 

and The Moy. Sat-navs are provided to 

guests going to the offsite fishing. Private 

ghillies can be arranged. 
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eason  2013 

While it is usually May before the 

season gets into full swing on 

Mount Falcon’s Moy stretch the 

3 Rivers Package now offers 

anglers staying with us the opportunity of 

an early spring fish on the fly from the 

Owenduff, Erriff, or Carramore Lake.  

Once again we will be offering 4 night 

packages with 3 days fishing based on 2 

anglers staying in a self-catering lodge. 

Both spring salmon and summer salmon 

packages will be available. In addition to 

the rivers and lake in the spring package, 

the summer package will give anglers the 

opportunity to fish the Moy (Mount 

Falcon Water and/or Moy Fishery), and 

the lakes that make up the Burishoole 

system. 

Given the quality of the fishing from July 

onwards we would advise early booking 

for the Mount Falcon water. 

Offers will be regularly placed on the 

Mount Falcon website and our Fishery 

Manager Stuart is available to put 

together bespoke packages to cover your 

angling requirements. 

In addition to our salmon fishing, we also 

offer guests the opportunity to fish our 

private trout lake. We also have a clay 

pigeon and archery ground on the estate 

as well as a golf driving range.  

A pool, spa, woodland trails, bicycle hire, 

children’s playground, and our proximity 

to beaches and areas of outstanding 

natural beauty means that the needs of all 

the family are met not just the angler. 

 

Self-catering Courtyard Lodge 

 

Trout Lake 

 

Mount Falcon  
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www.mountfalcon.com 
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